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Missouri Preservation‘s Partners in the Field Program is designed to 

strengthen and expand our services to local preservation organizations, 

property owners and public officials with a full-time outreach program and 

on-the-ground preservation field services to all parts of the state.  Thanks to 

a challenge grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and to 

our generous Missouri donors, our Preservation Partners who helped provide 

the grant match, Missouri Preservation has been able to meet and surpass 

the challenges of providing information services and technical assistance to 

communities throughout Missouri.  

Through the Partners in the Field Program, Missouri Preservation has 

assisted with review and had a voice in the direction of Missouri 

Preservation‘s and the National Trust for Historic Preservation‘s educational, 

advocacy and recognition programs.  In addition, Missouri Preservation‘s 

Field Services program has been instrumental in identification of emerging 

preservation issues throughout the state, has been active in bringing these 

issues before the public, and has responded with educational programs and 

action.   

In these four primary ways, education and outreach, technical 

assistance, program delivery and identification of emerging issues, 

we have made great strides in bringing value to groups and individuals in 

their efforts to save historic places and revitalize communities.  To celebrate 

the program‘s third year, we want to show you how you have helped us 

make a difference. 

 

Residents in East Perry County show their support for the Saxon Lutheran Memorial – A Place That Matters! 



 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

Over the past three years, Missouri Preservation‘s Field Representative has 

received and sent over 15,000 email inquiries alone, not including 

inquiries received by mail and telephone. We have made connections in all 

corners of the state, from as far north as Kahoka, as far south as New 

Madrid, as far east as Frohna and as far west as Tarkio.  In order to create 

a better conduit for communication between Missouri Preservation and 

preservationists throughout the state, we have worked to expand the ways 

in which we communicate with our members and friends.   

Our Field Representative has worked hard to greatly strengthen and expand 

our fledgling Local Liaisons program to include liaisons in * of Missouri‘s * 

counties. Missouri Preservation’s Local Liaisons serve as our eyes and 

ears for emerging preservation issues and challenges in their area of 

the state.  We now communicate regularly with our Liaisons through an 

email newsletter detailing preservation activities around the state, 

highlighting the various communities we have served, and informing our 

local partners about programs, grants and other helpful information.  We 

encourage the Liaisons to communicate with us whenever there is an 

emerging preservation issue, an eminent danger to an important historic 

resource, or an exemplary person or project which has made a significant 

contribution to historic preservation.  Our goal is to develop and 

maintain a relationship with a Local Liaison in every Missouri county, 

allowing us to stay ahead of the curve in many communities which 

previously have not had the support of a preservation professional. 

Partners in the Field has also allowed us to greatly increase our outreach 

and information dissemination through the Missouri Preservation list-

serve and our newly-initiated social networking page.  The list-serve 

functions as an ―electronic mailing list‖ aimed at preservation professionals, 

where members can post news and alerts, as well as engage one another in 

meaningful dialogue to solve problems in preservation.  The list serve is 

geared to more of a professional audience, and is largely made up of 

Missouri Preservation members.  For the list-serve audience, Field 

Representative Bill Hart has started a regular e-news column,  “Where 

is Bill?” which brings members up-to-date on Field Service activities 

through a travelogue narrative (examples of ―Where is Bill?‖ and a Local 



Liaisons Newsletter are included in this report).  ―Where Is Bill?” 

illustrates the tremendous variety and scope of the Field 

Representative’s work in Missouri, made possible throughout the 

Partners in the Field Program, and the statewide and rural emphasis 

we have placed on the services we provide.   

In an effort to increase our online visibility and capture a new audience to 

historic preservation in Missouri, our Field Representative created a 

Facebook social networking page in January of 2011.  Since its debut 

over 725 people have become Missouri Preservation‘s ―friends,‖ including 

many individuals, historical societies and municipal government agencies.  

This has allowed us to cast a wider net in promoting our programs 

and services, and to keep a finger on the pulse of the preservation 

community statewide.   

In addition to news postings about preservation activities throughout the 

state, the Missouri Preservation Facebook page contains many electronic 

photo albums that can be viewed online.  We have begun a series called, 

“Images of Missouri,” cataloged according to county or town name, which 

highlights historic buildings, barns, downtowns, courthouses, roadside 

buildings and endangered resources in each particular area.  This series 

has become very popular, and has caused many new members to 

become “friends with Missouri Preservation on Facebook—so they 

can see and discover historic resources in their own back yards. 

Our online presence has also helped us take fast action on advocacy 

issues important to our members and friends.  When Union Pacific was 

planning its ―Steam Engine Excursions‖ for 2011, they prioritized their routes 

based upon online voting.  Since Missouri Preservation had already been 

active in Poplar Bluff, supporting preservation of their historic train depot, 

we encouraged statewide voting for the ―Little Rock Express,‖ which was to 

make its way from Kansas City to Little Rock Arkansas and make an 

important whistle stop in Poplar Bluff.  Our Facebook and list-serve friends 

rose to the challenge.  Their votes helped us win the contest and the Little 

Rock Express made a much-anticipated whistle stop in Poplar Bluff on June 

5, 2011. 

“Bill Hart and the Partners in the Field Program are a much-needed and much-

appreciated boon to our preservation efforts here in the Ozarks of Southeast 

Missouri! In our largely rural area, we have so many historic treasures but so few 

resources to safeguard them and make them accessible to the people in our region. 



Bill has been a fantastic cheerleader, coming all the way down to Poplar Bluff to offer 

support and ideas for things like our 100-year-old historic train depot and our need 

for organizational development with the all-volunteer-run nonprofits here. We also 

had great fun and great success collaborating with Bill to help win a national online 

contest that’s bringing a historic Union Pacific steam train to Poplar Bluff for a 

whistle stop on its Midwest tour! Thanks so much to Bill and to the Partners in the 

Field Program.”   

-   Tracy Frish, Executive Director 

Downtown Poplar Bluff, Inc. 

 

In addition to Missouri Preservation‘s annual conference, the Partners in the 

Field Program brought educational opportunities to communities around the 

state through a series of workshops tailored to a need or responding to a 

void in information or education. Informational presentations and 

educational workshops have been conducted in nearly every part of 

the state serving hundreds of people.   

 To assist building owners and contractors in Cape Girardeau, where 

there is a large downtown historic district comprised largely of 

masonry buildings, we presented a workshop featuring sessions on 

masonry preservation, repair and restoration.   

 In Caledonia, we presented a workshop on the basics of historic 

preservation to five different organizations from neighboring 

communities.   

 Responding to the frequent requests for assistance in funding 

preservation projects, we created a workshop in Warrensburg about 

how historic preservation equals economic development, 

including information about both federal and state historic preservation 

tax credits, the Neighborhood Assistance Program, and the Main Street 

approach to downtown development.   

 Our Field Representative spoke about strengthening local preservation 

ordinances at Missouri Main Street Connection‘s annual statewide 

conference in commercial district development held in Kansas City.  

 In Huntsville, Bloomfield, Brookfield, Marceline and Odessa, we talked 

about the benefits of historic recognition, both local and national, and 

what that can mean to local economies—both in rehabilitation dollars 

and in historic and cultural tourism.   



 In Excelsior Springs we talked about the benefits of local historic 

districts and historic preservation ordinances and encouraged this 

historic community to adopt two more local ordinances—a 

recommendation which they soon followed. 

 

Missouri Preservation Board Member and Material Conservator Peter Wollenberg talks about mortar 

sampling to ensure the right mix for brick restoration at the Cape Girardeau Masonry Workshop 

 

“The assistance provided to the Old Town Cape from Bill Hart through the 

Partners in the Field program has been very valuable to the Cape Girardeau 

community. Through this partnership we were able to provide a Masonry 

Workshop that was well attended and very informative. It helped raised the 

level of competency of property owners as well as contractors and other 

professionals around historic masonry issues such as care and maintenance. 

The partnership brought the credibility we needed to make this workshop a 

success. In addition, Bill has been a great resource for me in dealing with 

some building and other preservation issues where I had no local resources 

that could address the concern, or at least not in a preservation friendly 

environment. Having access to a field representative like Bill has been a huge 

plus and asset for us as we work in Cape Girardeau to raise the awareness 
and implementation of preservation principles.” 

- Marla Mills, Executive Director 

Old Town Cape 

 

 

 

A major focus of the Partners in the Field program’s educational 

efforts has been on Missouri’s Historic Preservation Tax Credit 



Program.  In Joplin and in Lexington where there are increasing numbers of 

historic tax credit projects because of large historic districts, we presented a 

step-by-step ―how to‖ for managing your own historic preservation tax credit 

project, providing valuable information to guide attendees through their 

project from start to finish. These workshops offered practical information on 

how to document your historic building, how to organize work plans and 

construction budgets, how to follow the Secretary of the Interior‘s Standards 

for historic building rehabilitation, and how to organize invoices and 

payments for final certification of costs by the Missouri Department of 

Economic Development.   

A similar program was also presented in Savannah to promote and 

encourage National Register listings and tax credit projects in an area that 

has so far lagged behind in using this economic development tool.  These 

workshops again drive home that fact that indeed historic preservation can 

mean economic development in many towns throughout Missouri. 

Bill Hart brought credibility to Joplin’s historic preservation efforts with his own 

enthusiasm and credentials. The Tax-Credit Workshop was just one example.  After 

attending several of those workshops and coming away with more questions than 

answers, I finally “Got It”.  His “Hands On” experience and examples for the topics 

covered and questions asked, made tax credits clear and concise to me.  As Chairman 

of the Historic Preservation Commission and Design Review Standards Commission, 

and, most importantly, as a lay person, I am asked on a regular basic questions 

regarding the tax credit programs as well as other aspects of preservation.   For 

whatever reason, once the National Trust entered our community via Bill, the 

perception of preservation changed and our citizens are embracing the education and 

opportunities to make historic preservation part of their future. 

 

- Nancy J. Morton, President 

Joplin Historic Preservation  

Commission 

 

Our Field Representative has sought to bring more information to the 

Missouri Preservation website (www.preservemo.org) and is currently 

working with our web designer to update the website with new graphics, 

logo and increased information.  We have sought to increase the number 

of “Available Properties” on the website to publicize the availability of 

historic properties for sale across the state.  This service is offered free of 

charge to members of Missouri Preservation.  In the past year at least four 

new properties have been showcased on the website and the 

owner/advertisers of these properties have garnered attention through our 

listings. 

http://www.preservemo.org/


   

The Guitar Mansion (a.k.a. Confederate Hill) in Columbia (left) and the “Castle House” in Poplar Bluff, 

(right), Both Advertised For Sale on the Available Properties Tab on Missouri Preservation’s Website. 

Technical Assistance 

Missouri Preservation‘s Partners in the Field program has provided 

technical assistance to many communities across the state dealing 

with a myriad of concerns. We offered suggestions on care and maintenance 

of historical collections, advice on how to preserve endangered resources 

and how to fundraise for them, general building assessment, and 

preservation grant application preparation. For example:  

 In Linneus we visited the old Sheriff‘s residence and jail, 

offered ways in which they might interpret the building and 

its furnishings/collections as a local museum, and offered 

suggestions on how to better display and care for their 

collection.   

 We provided assistance in La Plata to supporters of the 

historic Green Theater on how to raise funds using the 

state‘s Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) Credits.   

 In New Madrid we offered suggestions on fundraising for 

restoration of the Dixie Theater and suggested reuses for 

their former high school building.   

 Campbell preservationists contacted us for help with 

advocating for the preservation of an existing school 

building instead of building new.   

We provided moral support in many Missouri communities where 

citizens fought against tearing down historic resources.   



When one of our Local Liaisons alerted us to a plan which called for  

demolition of the Clark County Courthouse in Kahoka, our Field 

Representative was there to provide support and advocacy assistance for 

those trying to save this venerable building.  Given that the chief reason for 

the proposed demolition was due to supposed structural deficiencies, our 

Field Representative went to Kahoka with a structural engineer, who spent 

the day observing the courthouse building and provided an assessment of 

structural integrity, stating that the building was repairable and could be 

saved.  In a subsequent visit, we planned a panel discussion about reuse 

possibilities at this historic building. Speakers were invited from the State 

Historic Preservation Office and from adjacent Ralls County to talk about 

their experience in renovating their historic courthouse building.   

When we were tipped off about a possible school district consolidation that 

would have posed a threat to historic school buildings in Vernon County, we 

sent an Op-Ed piece to the local newspapers, which helped to dissuade 

voters from making a wrong decision for historic preservation.   

Program Delivery 

Field Representative Bill Hart has participated in the nomination process, 

review, and rankings of many of Missouri Preservation and the National Trust 

of Historic Preservation‘s programs, including active participation in 
recruitment and ranking of Preservation Fund Grant applications to the 

National Trust. 

 

Bill was responsible for identifying and subsequently nominating this 1920s  filling station restoration 
in New Cambria to Missouri Preservation’s Annual Honor Awards in 2009.   Photo: Bill Hart 



With our Field Representative’s participation, over $13,000.00 in 

small grants from the National Trust were brought to Missouri 

communities, including the City of Ozark, Route 66 Bridge in St. Louis 
County/Landmarks Association of St. Louis, the City of Washington, the 

Banneker School Foundation in Parkville, the Uptown Theater/City of Sedalia 

and the Historic Kansas City Foundation. 

“Through Bill’s on-the-ground work in communities across Missouri, the quantity 

and quality of grant applications to the National Trust for Historic Preservation has 

greatly increased.  This means more successful projects and more dollars for 

preservation in Missouri.” 

- Royce Yeater, AIA, Midwest Director, 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

 

Bill first served as the lead staff person for Missouri Preservation’s 

Most Endangered Historic Places Program in 2009, then followed up by 

serving as the chief contact person and organizer for the Most Endangered 

announcement ceremony in 2010 and 2011.  Bill worked with the Most 
Endangered Committee chairperson to help identify a liaison from the 

Missouri Preservation community to help serve as a mentor to each of the 

endangered historic places in 2010 and 2011.  Bill also worked with the 

Midwest Office of the National Trust for Historic preservation in ranking 
nominations to the National Trust‘s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places 

(nationally) in 2009 and 2010.   

 

 

Field Representative Bill Hart helped organize the announcement of the 2009 Most Endangered 
Historic Places, which was made in Hannibal.                                                             Photo: Bill Hart 



Likewise, Bill has served on both the National Trust and Missouri 

Preservation‘s Honor Award selection committee, working with staff and 

volunteers of both organizations in ranking the applications received to 

determine award recipients. 

Identification of Emerging Issues   

The development of relationships with local residents throughout the state 

has been key to keeping our finger on the pulse of the larger preservation 

community. Through our increased direct communication with our 

Local Liaisons and other identified preservation leaders, we have 

been able to keep ahead of the curve by identifying trends and 

development which affect historic resources.  This has enabled us to 

be pro-active instead of reactive.  Identification of endangered resources 

has been the starting point toward planning for their preservation.   

What are the most endangered building types in Missouri?  Surely the 

farmstead as an agricultural unit is in peril, with the transformation of family 

farming to agribusiness, the subdivision of farms by family inheritors and the 

consequence of urban sprawl.  Many farmhouses, barns, poultry houses, and 

windmills have become functionally obsolete, some left neglected, and many 

simply forgotten. Keeping an eye out for barns (and other historic 

structures) in Missouri that may be in peril, our Field Representative has 

been taking photographs of such structures as he travels around the state.  

Many times the documentation acquired in this sort of quick field 

reconnaissance may be the last, or in some cases the only time the images 

of these historic resources have been captured. To date nearly 2000 

photographs have been taken of these “forgotten” buildings and are 

cataloged by date, county and street or road name. 

In 2008, the nation‘s Census of Agriculture asked a question about farm 

buildings.  For the first time, as suggested by the National Barn Alliance, this 

query was posed:  ―How many barns do you have on your property that 

were constructed before 1960?‖, giving a snapshot of the number of barns 

meeting the basic age requirement for any proposed listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places, the nation‘s chief historic preservation recognition 

program.  At the publishing of the census, it was discovered that Missouri 

was home to over 35,000 barns constructed before 1960, the second largest 

number of historic barns in the country (Texas ranked the highest).  We 

figure this—if  we have a lot, we certainly have a lot to lose! 



  

 

What a difference a year makes:  A neglected barn in Marion County (above) is photographed because 

of its precarious situation, and one year later (below) it has all but disappeared from the landscape.        

                  Photos: Bill Hart 

 

In response to the rapid loss of farm buildings in our state, Missouri 

Preservation‘s Field Representative sought to advocate for this vanishing 



type of historic resource by helping to organize the Missouri Barn 

Alliance and Rural Network (Missouri BARN).  An exploratory group 

first met formally at Missouri Preservation‘s Annual Conference in 

Independence in October of 2009.  By January of 2010, articles of 

incorporation were being drawn up and by 2011 the group was established 

as a statewide non-profit.  Missouri BARN advocates for the preservation of 

barns and farm buildings as well as spearheading documentation of these 

quickly vanishing buildings before they are lost.  The group has worked with 

staff at the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to develop 

standardized documentation materials, so that all barn survey forms can 

easily become part of the state‘s rural survey of historic resources  

(http://www.dnr.mo.gov/shpo/archisurvey.htm).  In addition to working on 

the survey, the Missouri Barn Alliance and Rural Network eventually hopes to 

create a low-interest barn repair loan program, and advocate for adaptive 

reuse by offering architectural plans which could be used for specific type 

and sized barns for adaptation to residential and/or other commercial uses.  

 

Missouri “barn buddies” meet at the barn-turned-home of Bill and Susan Miller in New Bloomfield in 

January of 2010 to help establish the Missouri Barn Alliance and Rural Network.           Photo: Bill Hart 

 

 

http://www.dnr.mo.gov/shpo/archisurvey.htm


Bill has been vital in establishing a new preservation organization for our state, the 

Missouri Barn Alliance and Rural Network (MO BARN). For the 2009 Missouri 

Historic Preservation Conference, he planned a barn preservation session with a 

representative of the Kansas Barn Alliance to learn more about the group's 

contributions to our neighboring state. This initial meeting, along with other rural 

property sessions at the conference, served as a catalyst for those in attendance to 

consider the need for a similar organization in Missouri. To gain a national 

perspective and more insight on the topic, Bill participated in the annual National 

Barn Alliance (NBA) conference in June 2010. For the next several months, Bill 

coordinated efforts with a core group focused on establishing a statewide 

preservation organization for barns and other rural properties in Missouri and 

within the year, MO BARN was created. It has been my pleasure to work with Bill 

through this process. We are fortunate to have such a dedicated, energetic 

professional and preservation advocate serving Missourians and our historic 

properties. 

- Toni Prawl 

Missouri BARN    

  

 

Another perennially endangered building type is roadside architecture.  

Roadside and industrial buildings are tied to the vagaries of fashion, the 

economy, and to depreciation, which makes them economically obsolete in a 

matter of years. They also suffer from the fact that, since they are not high-

style or typically large structures, and since they are known by the term 

‗modern,‘ some people have a hard time realizing that many have been 

around for over fifty years, a basic age requirement for being listed the 

National Register of Historic Places.  Photographs of these quickly vanishing 

historic resources are taken routinely by our Field Representative, especially 

when a structure looks closed, abandoned or in danger of demolition.   

Although not buildings but technically structures, historic bridges have also 

become endangered as a group.  Campaigns that call for the building of 

roads and bridges have almost become synonymous with economic 

development.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act calls for doing 

public works projects that are ―shovel-ready‖ and there has been a frenzy of 

road and bridge projects in Missouri and nationwide.  The Union Pacific 

Bridge at Boonville was on Missouri Preservation‘s List of Most Endangered  



 

 The MKT/Katy Bridge over the Missouri River at Boonville:  Saved in 2010              Photo: Missouri Preservation 

Historic Places for four years running.  In 2010 the Boonville Bridge was 

removed from the list after the governor and the City of Boonville stepped 

up to acquire and reuse this historic lift-span structure.  Although our 

governor helped facilitate the transfer of this bridge to the City of Boonville 

for inclusion in the Katy Trail, thereby boosting the historic tourism in the 

Boonville area, many more are in danger of demolition and replacement 

throughout the state.  But in the wake of this “SAVE” and successful 

removal of the Boonville bridge from the endangered list, “Bridges of 

Missouri,” a more complete and encompassing nomination took its 

place.  Two bridges – the Riverside Bridge over the Finley River in Christian 

County, and the Route 66 Bridge over the Meramec River in St. Louis County 

– were cited specifically as endangered.   

At Missouri Preservation‘s Annual Preservation Conference for 2010, Field 

Representative Bill Hart organized an educational session entitled, 

“Preservation Advocacy for Historic Bridges.”  At this session, people 

who had actively participated in the saving of historic bridges throughout the 

state were invited to relate their stories – about how they had acquired, 

nominated to the National Register of Historic Places, raised funds for, 

developed new materials for and generally advocated for their historic 

bridge.  This was a great way to exchange information about successes and 



setbacks and was a great mentoring opportunity for those new to either 

bridges or historic preservation or both.  For the first time ever, Missouri 

Preservation offered a one-session price to bridge advocates, which included 

bicycle and pedestrian trail groups, open space and landscape preservation 

groups.  This was the first point of contact with historic preservation for 

many of these people, drawing a new audience to the historic preservation 

community. 

 

At the start of this session, those in attendance were talking about creating 

an historic bridge advocacy group, much like the one that has recently 

been started to advocate for barns in our state. 

 

 

Ozark Resident Kris Dyer with her husband, Zack.  Kris has been leading the charge to save the Riverside Bridge 

over the Finley River.                                                                                                          Photo: Bill Hart 

 

The Partners in the Field Program is making a difference.  Because of 

this program, Missouri Preservation was able to hire a full-time Field 

Representative, Bill Hart, which has brought “boots on the ground” 



in scores of Missouri communities that are sorely underserved by a 

preservation professional.   

When the Bank of Billings was threatened, Bill was there and wrote letters to 

the owners asking them to consider building a new facility elsewhere in 

order to save their historic downtown building, leading to its preservation. 

When the City of Odessa was contemplating selling their historic high school 

building off to demolition, Bill was there first to get a nomination to our Most 

Endangered Historic Sites list, and then to talk to the Chamber of Commerce 

and city officials about possible reuses and financial incentives to 

repurposing this substantial and important downtown building.  

When a client called from the Southeast Missouri town of Piedmont and said 

that their historic high school gymnasium was in danger of being 

demolished, Bill Hart went to the School Board and argued for the 

preservation of this WPA-era building.  The building‘s exterior is clad in 

―blue‖ granite, which was unique to this area and once quarried in this town. 

At one time there were many buildings clad in blue granite but only two or 

three remain, making this a rare piece of local history.   In investigating its 

history we discovered that the building was not only distinguished 

architecturally, but also culturally.  Even before school desegregation was 

official, Missouri‘s first inter-racial high school basketball game was played 

here in 1954, when Piedmont invited the African-American Wheatley School 

of Poplar Bluff to compete with their school in a state championship 

tournament. Missouri Preservation‘s Field Representative was able to speak 

at a meeting of the local school board about the significance of their historic 

gymnasium and was instrumental in finding an architect familiar with historic 

buildings to work with them toward retrofitting the existing gym instead of 

demolishing it to construct a new building.  In the end the school board was 

finally convinced that they could adequately restore this building for their 

desired use. 

We wanted to let you know it looks like there’s hope for the gym.  Prior 

to your visit here, we wouldn’t have given her a chance.  Thank you so 

much for all your help. 

- Susan Eaton & Linda Lunyou, 

Wayne County Historical Society  

Piedmont, Missouri  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through the assistance of Missouri Preservation’s Partners in the 

Field Program, all over Missouri, historic preservation has become 

recognized as a way to build “the ultimate green,” to make historic 

preservation not only a part of, but a catalyst for economic 

development, and to help preserve places that matter for future 

generations of Missourians. 
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WHERE IS BILL? 

Welcome to the fifth "WHERE IS BILL?" report.  This is a hybrid report/travelogue of our Field 

Representative, Bill Hart.  Bill has the enviable job of traveling throughout Missouri to bring 

preservation services to people and communities who are trying to save places that matter and 

helping to preserve and protect the irreplaceable. So Where IS Bill? 

 
AT MISSOURI PRESERVATION’S HONOR AWARDS:  Missouri Preservation’s Honor 

Awards Ceremony was a resounding success thanks to the many preservation community 

volunteers who make this event so special.  Bill was there to assist with the production of the 

presentation.  On March 2 in the Capitol Rotunda in Jefferson City, where the day could not have 

been happier, the food could not have been better, and the presentation went off without a hitch! 

  

 
The Schultz Senior Apartments, Formerly the Schultz School in Cape Girardeau – Missouri Preservation Honor Award Recipent 

 

IN NORTHWEST MISSOURI:  After our Honor Awards Bill made a trip to Northwest 

Missouri to investigate some farmsteads for the purpose of documentation by the Missouri Barn 

Alliance and Rural Network (Missouri BARN), an organization that was formed with the 

assistance of our Field Representative.  Among others, Bill visited with Wilma Johnson, Century 

Farm owner, and in her 80’s, still single-handedly managing her farm, which included a couple 

of donkeys, a small flock of sheep, chickens which lay enough eggs for Wilma to have a weekly 

“egg route,” delivering eggs to her neighbors in the Tarkio vicinity - as well as a couple of dogs 

and what seemed like scores of cats.   During his Northwest Missouri travels, Bill created photo 

albums of historic buildings, sites and objects in several communities, including Mound City, 

Tarkio, Craig and Fairfax, and published these albums on Missouri Preservation’s Facebook 

page.  These photo albums are always well-received, and our members comment on the historic 

sites that Bill captures in his travels. 



 
Wilma Johnson at Her Farm Near Tarkio – Bruised But Not Shaken After Being Knocked Down by One of Her Donkeys! 

 

ON THE BRIDGE: On March 23 Bill met with representatives of Missouri’s Route 66 State 

Park, John Regenbogen of Scenic Missouri, Esley Hamilton of the St. Louis County Historic 

Buildings Commission, Ryan Reed from the Landmarks Association of St. Louis and Jennifer 

Sandy, Program Officer from the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Midwest Office.  

Those gathering there had something to celebrate – the Rescue Route 66 Bridge Organization, 

under the tutelage of Landmarks Association of St. Louis and the grantsmanship of Jerany 

Jackson at Great Rivers Associates is to receive a planning grant from The National Trust’s 

Missouri-Kansas Fund.  The bridge, a Warren Deck Truss structure, was placed on Missouri 

Preservation’s Most Endangered Historic Places List in 2010 after it had been closed by the 

Missouri Department of Transportation in 2008.  The closure of the bridge separated the visitor’s 

center from most of the Park’s remaining acreage across the Meramec River.  The grant will be 

used to help create a fundraising plan for restoration of the bridge’s failing deck.  Both 

 

 
Picturesque View of the Bridge from a Route 66 State Park Post Card 



 

Bill Hart and Jennifer Sandy have recently signed on as Section 106 Consulting Parties for the 

Bridge, and a vehicle for accepting donations has been set up by the Landmarks Association of 

St. Louis.  In other bridge news, the Riverside Bridge over the Finley River, Ozark Missouri, has 

been the subject of much controversy of late, with the bridge being closed and barricaded to foot 

traffic as well.  We continue to network with Save the Riverside Bridge, the National Bridge 

Alliance, James Baughn of bridgehunter.com and Jason D. Smith of Bridgehunter’s Chronicles 

to advocate for endangered bridges on our Most Endangered List and throughout Missouri 

 

 
 

Standing at the Entrance to the Closed Route 66 Bridge Over the Meramec from Left to Right: Esley Hamilton of the St. Louis County Historic 

Buildings Commission, Don Fink, Director, and Diane Warhover, former Director of the Route 66 State Park, Jennifer Sandy of the National 

Trust’s Midwest Office, John Regenbogen of Scenic Missouri and Leader of the Effort, and Ryan Reed from Landmarks Association of St. Louis 

Photo: Bill Hart 

 

 

GOING GANGBUSTERS ON FACEBOOK:  Our Friends network continues to expand on 

Facebook.  We have added at least one hundred members per month since our introduction now 

having over five hundred fifty members,  Through social media we have reached twice as many 

many people who may not have ever had contact with the preservation community.  We have 

been able to promote scores of preservation activities, advocacy alerts, articles and developments 

of note.  Just a few of the many stories linked to on our facebook follow.  Simply click on the 

link for the story. 



 

 The Civil War Battle of Athens Historic Re-enactment: 

http://www.hannibal.net/topstories/x1365679719/Battle-of-Athens-State-Historic-

Site-in-Clark-County-will-observe-the-150th-anniversary 
 

 

The City of Ozark‘s Grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation: 

http://www.news-leader.com/article/20110307/COMMUNITIES0201/1103070 
 

 

Advocacy for the Riverside Bridge: 
http://thebridgehunter.areavoices.com/2010/11/21/riverside-bridge-in-christian-

county-missouri-the-attempt-to-preserve-it-for-the-next-generation/ 
"Friend" us on Facebook by going to: 

 

George Caleb Bingham Bicentennial Symposium: 
http://www.bnd.com/2011/03/29/1649144/arrow-rock-to-celebrate-artist.html 

 

 
Go to Facebook and “Friend” us at:    

  http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001882699639 

 

 

Field Services Provided by Missouri Preservation are assisted by a Partners in the Field 

Challenge Grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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http://thebridgehunter.areavoices.com/2010/11/21/riverside-bridge-in-christian-county-missouri-the-attempt-to-preserve-it-for-the-next-generation/
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Welcome to our April 2010 Missouri Preservation Local Liaisons Newsletter.  As we 

indicated in the last newsletter it will also be offered in .PDF format, which enables 

us to have pictures and enhanced graphics.  If you have trouble viewing this 

format, please go to adobe.com and download the viewer for this format by clicking 

―Get Adobe Reader.‖  If you still have trouble viewing, please let us know and we 

will be happy to provide a printed Microsoft Word version.  Welcome to new Local 

Liaisons Christopher Chiodini in Cass County, Janet Weaver in Chariton County, 

Jeffrey Yelton in Johnson County,  Crystal Narr in Livingston County.  We still 

need Liaisons from the following counties: Adair, Andrew, Atchison, Audrain, Barry, 

Barton, Benton, Caldwell, Carroll, Cedar, Crawford, Dade, Dallas, Daviess, DeKalb, 

Dent, Douglas, Dunklin, Gentry, Grundy, Harrison, Henry, Hickory, Holt, Howard, 

Iron, Jefferson, Knox, Laclede, Lewis, Lincoln, Maries, McDonald, Mississippi, 

Moniteau, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Oregon, Osage, Ozark, Pemiscot, Phelps, 

Pike, Polk, Pulaski, Putnam, Ralls, Randolph, Ray, Reynolds, Schuyler, Scotland, 

Scott, Shannon, Shelby, St. Clair, Stoddard, Stone, Sullivan, Taney, Vernon, 

Washington, Wayne, Webster, Worth and Wright.  The list is getting shorter, but 

please let your preservation contacts in these communities know that we need 

them as our preservation eyes and ears! 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

MISSOURI  B.A.R.N . OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED  The barn alliance had its first 

working  meeting on January 23 at the home of  Bill and Susan Miller in New 

Bloomfield.  The Miller‘s home is located in a converted barn.  On hand were some 

great attendees representing people from all walks of life, including an architect, a 

lawyer, several educators, architectural historians, preservationists, contractors – 

and of course farmers and barn owners!   The name selected for the organization is 

Missouri BARN, the Missouri Barn Alliance and Rural Network.  Missouri BARN 

member Megan McGuire, who is with the City of Boonville, will be working on our 

incorporation, and architectural historian and preservation specialist Michael Allen 



of St. Louis will be working on a web presence for the organization.  A highlight of 

the next meeting, which is scheduled for Saturday, May 8 at the Price Barn 

outside of Columbia, will be a presentation on Missouri barns by architectural 

historian Dr. Toni Prawl, who is with the Missouri Department of  Transportation.   

Some of Bill Hart‘s photos of  Missouri barns are now posted on the Missouri 

Preservation web site at www.preservemo.org.  Watch for a link to our Flickr site to 

view several hundred more images of Missouri barns.  Contact Field Representative 

Bill Hart at (314)691-1941 for more information on the May 8 meeting..  If you 

know of a unique, interesting, architecturally significant or picturesque barn, or if 

you know of one that is in danger, let us know the approximate location at 

mpfieldservices@yahoo.com so that we can add it to our photo inventory and 

advocate for its preservation. 

The National Barn Alliance, the national advocacy organization which Missouri 

BARN is fashioned after, will be holding their annual conference in conjunction 

with the Kansas Barn Alliance in Atchison this June 10-12.  For information on the 

NBA gathering go to their web site at: www.barnalliance.org. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Barn-Turned-Antique Shop in Bollinger County                                                              Photo by Bill Hart 

 

MISSOURI PRESERVATION FIELD SERVICE OUTREACH PROJECTS Missouri 

Preservation remains dedicated to providing services ―on the ground‖ in 

communities throughout Missouri.  We have had a variety of ups and downs of late.   

http://www.preservemo.org/
mailto:mpfieldservices@yahoo.com
http://www.barnalliance.org/


Clark County Courthouse in Kahoka: Voters defeated a property tax increase at 

the polls in November which called for tearing down their historic 1871 courthouse 

and replacing it with a new one.  A new threat to the courthouse, however, 

emerged again in February, when voters decided on a half cent sales tax to finance 

bonds to be used for the same purpose.  The voters went for it, and, even though 

they need not tear down the old courthouse to build a new one, County 

Commissioners packaged the demolition into the bond issue.  A sad day indeed for 

Clark County Courthouse, which  is listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

and one of the few courthouses in Missouri dating from the 1870s.  Elsewhere, the 

Lawrence County RIV School Board in Pierce City failed for the third time on 

April 6 to garner tax support for tearing down their historic middle school building in 

order to build a new campus.  Missouri Preservation will continue to help find a 

middle ground for promoting new building construction on the campus while 

seeking to preserve the historic school building.  Vacant school buildings abound in 

Missouri, where some school districts with declining enrollments have consolidated 

leaving vacant buildings.  In many cases new campuses are being built on the 

outskirts of many communities without taking into consideration historic resources 

and the effects on the community.  Field Representative Bill Hart has noted in the 

past year alone substantial and vacant school buildings in Edina, Brookfield, 

Carrollton, New Madrid, Savannah (demolished in March 2010), Vandalia, Mexico, 

Fayette, Odessa, Caledonia and South Gifford, just to name a few.  We have been 

advocating for adaptive reuse of this type of historic building, especially for senior 

citizen housing, which keeps seniors in their city neighborhoods without having to 

worry about upkeep on their homes.  

 

Abandoned Fayette School Building                                                                   Photo by Bill Hart 



MISSOURI’S MOST ENDANGERED HISTORIC SITES 

Missouri Preservation will announce its Most Endangered Historic Sites during May, 

which is National Preservation Month.  Be sure to check our web site for details at 

www.preservemo.org   At least one listing on our Most Endangered  has been 

moved from the Endangered List to the ―SAVED‖ column.  After being on our Most 

Endangered List for several years, Governor Nixon announced in February  that the 

Boonville/Missouri River Bridge will become part of the Katy Trail.  In an 

arrangement that has yet to be formally executed, the bridge ownership is to be 

transferred to the City of Boonville. Congratulations to all who worked so hard to 

retain this bridge for its historic value and for its essential link to the Katy Trail. 

ANNUAL PRESERVATION HONOR AWARDS HELD IN JEFFERSON CITY  

Missouri Preservation‘s annual Honor Awards ceremony took place on March 3, 

2010 in the Capitol Rotunda in Jefferson City.  This year‘s awards went to a variety 

of projects from large to small, both urban and rural, from utilitarian to high-style.  

Some awards also feature the people who contribute to historic preservation in their 

own communities.  The Elizabeth Rozier Award, Missouri Preservation‘s most 

prestigious award, was given this year to two of our own, Toney and Kathleen Aid, 

our Local Liasons from Howell County. We wish to extend our hearty 

congratulations to Toney and Kathleen, and our thanks for being exemplary citizens 

and preservationists in West Plains.  

 

Toney and Kathleen Aid – Preservationists, Award Winners, Local Liaisons.         Photo:  Bill Hart 

Projects that received awards included the Maintenance Building in the Parade Park 

Grounds in Kansas City; the Harney Mansion in Sullivan; Bel-Air Motel in St. Louis; 

http://www.preservemo.org/


Clemens (Baseball) Field in Hannibal; the Deacon Hardware Warehouse in 

Harrisonville, and the Dale Home near Bethany.  Featured below are before and 

after photographs of the Dale‘s project showing the stunning transformation of their 

home.  If you have a preservation success story in your community, please think 

about nominating that historic site for an honor award.  Past awards have gone to 

places as simple an unassuming as a 1930s gas station, so there is no such thing as 

an unworthy project! 

 

The Dale Home near Bethany, Before and After                     Photos:Missouri Preservation 

 

 



 

 

 

Thank you one and all for your active participation in the preservation of Missouri’s historic 

places that matter.  Together we are making a difference! 

 

Field services provided by Missouri Preservation are assisted by a Partners in the Field 

Challenge Grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

 

 

 


